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Abstract : Identifying a community as ‘tribe’ in India, as per the definition in
Anthropology is a difficult proposition as all such communities in the mainland of
this country have maintained some kind of contacts with their neighbouring similar
groups or people of other caste based societies since centuries. There remains
hardly any scope to find the most important and primary criterion ‘isolation’ of an
anthropologically defined ‘tribe’ in any such communities. In fact, complete isolation
from any other populations is almost a myth, especially in mainland India.
In view of this ground reality a few eminent anthropologists who have important
contribution towards conceiving ‘tribe’ in India have proposed categorizing a group
of people as ‘tribe’ in the context of Indian Civilization. Such proposition is based
on the tribal situations as observed in the mainland India, without taking into
note of the ‘Negrito’ groups of people inhabiting the Andaman Islands in the Bay of
Bengal.
The four population groups viz. the Great Andamanese, Onges, Angs (Jarawas) and
the Sentinelese with same biological and cultural characteristics, living in similar
ecology, though in separate islands and pursuing same hunting-gathering economy
since when could not be ascertained beyond some speculations. These four ‘Negrito’
groups lived in complete isolation, in true sense of the term till the British colonial
rulers stepped in these Islands about 157 years back.
At the initial stage of contact with the immigrant populations from mainland India,
these small groups exerted similar type of resistance to the outside pressures.
Over the times with the changes in magnitude of pressures their intensity of
resistance also varied.
The recorded history of different levels of contacts of these four Negrito groups
provides a scope to the anthropologists in identifying all the characteristics of
‘tribe’, as defined in anthropology and also to have a deeper understanding on the
ongoing processes that operate in retaining the anthropologically attributed criteria
of  ‘tribe’ in Indian context.
The author argues that Andaman situation  establishes beyond doubt that a group
of population categorized as ‘tribe’ can be observed outside mainland India without
looking at them in the context of varna-jati system of Indian civilization as proposed
by Indian anthropologists..
In fact in the extremely diverse geographical and human situations, a specific
approach in conceiving a population as ‘tribe’ may not be suitable for application in
Indian context.
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